X17 BbEXchangingWorldviews,17:
EXploring Prospect$or Peace& Prosperity 9:
EXtricating Humanityfrom EXcruciatingProblemsoy, 3:
EXtirpating EducationalCarruption

Dear: Fromthe previouschapter, you may think tha a produdive way
forward, toward more peace and prosperity, is obvious teach kidshowto
become Qritical thinkersQ Certainly | praise Paul and assodates at the
(Foundaion and Center for Critical ThinkingOfor the progress they®e made
(training Qo OOOeducanrsO) butrealize that they®e located in oneof the
mos (progressiveOstates in theworld (California). Meanwhile, there@ the
rest of usBlivingin more backward states, naions and continents!

Therest of uswould bewise to keep in mind that oneof thefirst identified
Qrritical thinkersQ Socrates, was sentenced and put to desth, after a corrupt
jury passed judgnent on the phonyindictment:

Socrates is guilty of notbdieving in the godsin which the sate bdieves, butbringsin
other new divinities, heaso wrongs by corruptng the youh.

Further, weld be wise to appreciate tha corruptionis still rampant
throughouttheworld (induding corruption of essentially all educationd
systems) and tha such corruption still incdludes executing those who think
critically Bor even differently (e.g., aboutlsam). In this chapter and the
next, | want both to dig into details aboutsuch corruption, even in our own
educationd system, and to comment on ways tha humanity has been slowly
finding away to at least partialy solve the problem by Gextirpating
educationd corruptionQ(this chapter) and by Gexploiting competition((the
next chapter).

| should immediately explain, however, that 1@n usng theword @orruptiond
in broader sense than (just) Gexploitation of a postion of power or trust for
persond gan.O Such corruption is commonly in some form of Geconorric
corruption® butin addition, some power mongesin educationd systems
seek sexud or other GavorsOfrom students or parents. Asyou can findon
theinternet (and later in this chapter I@ show you alittle), econonic
corruptionin educiond systemsis rampant, especially in some naions of
theformer Soviet Union, in Asia, and much of South America and Africa.
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In what follows, by @orruptionQdl aso mean its many other definitions

2. extremely immord or depraved, 3. unusble because of the presence of errorsthat
have been introdwedE 4. cortinuing uneesirable changesin meaningE 5.
contaminated or sintedE 6. putid or cecomposngE

That is, by saying tha our educational system is corrupt (and tha essentially
al educationd systems throughouttheworld are corrupt), then as 1l try to
explain, I mean all types of corruption, induding econonic, intellectual,
emotiond, moralE for both individuas and ther sodeties,

Now, Dear, | suspect that you wouldn®mind (1) if | justified my claim tha
corruption of educationd systemsis extensgve Dand in turn, of course | @
like to provide you with relevant evidence Bbut actudly, the corruptionis so
rampant that it@ difficult to decidewhere to begin! Maybe an andogy
would hdp.

Thus condder apples. Sometimes they®e bruised. Thereality istha it@
not easy to get apples to market withoutbruising them. With experience,
you® learn how to explore the depth of an apple® defects. With
experience, youd beable to judgeif you can jus bite off the bruised part
(withouttasting it) or if you should use a knife to explore the depth of the
rot. To gan tha experience, your bitinginto an apple just once tha@ rotten
to the core will probably be sufficient training. In the case of educationd
systems, however, | recommend tha you don®try to bite off jugt alittle bit
to determine the corruption® depth, because mos are rotten to the core.

But whereas it won®bethefirst time you ignored my advice ®, consder an
example. Soonafter you started school, you began to recite the Pledgeof
Allegiance. With all dueceremony and seriousess, complete with hand
over your heart and missing two front teeth, you@d say:

Q pwedgeawee Gents to the Fwag of the Y ou Knighted Stakes of am

Ericaand to thewee pubWick for which it stands one@ay ShunQ
unde God,in davisible, with wibor Teaband jug isDBfor al.O
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So nowtell me, little one how@ tha taste? Rotten?" And sotell me: do
youwant to try a few more bites or would you prefer to use other than your
teeth to try to determine the depth of the corruption?

| wouldn®be surprised if your respons is. OVha@ the point?0 If so, first
|@ congratulate you on your responge. From my viewpoint, tha@ just your
way of saying OVhad@ the objective?Oband | hopetha you never cease
demanding tha thegods beclear. Congstently, to try to show you my
gods, let me try to briefly show youwha | want to doin thefollowing.

My oveall god isto suggest ways tha progects for worldwide peace and
prosperity might beenhanced. Evidence suggests tha to get there from
here, wedl nead to solve some major problems, induding too many people
conauming too many resources, too many people trapped in too much
tribaism, and too many people log in ddusonsbwith al such problems
made worse by religiousstupidity. To solve such problems, educationis key
Despecialy theeducation of kidsand especially to get them to be better
evauaive thinkers than thar parents. But to achieve tha, corruptionin
essentially all school systems must bedrastically reduced.

Asforthegodsfor this chepter, primarily | want to try to give you some
indication of the depth and breadth of the corruption of educationd systems
throughoutthe world and then begin to suggest how such corruption can be
extirpated, viz., Qveeded out, destroyed, eradicated, stamped out, rooted out,
eliminated, suppressed, crushed, putdown, putan endto, gotten rid of EO
But before tackling those tasks, 1@ try to jugtify my claim that so many
school systems are corrupt. Intum, before trying to do tha, | should
describe more explicitly wha | mean by corruption of school systems. And

! Dear: Subsequent to my writingthat, | burmped into thefollowing in an editorial entitled GPeople PowerO
in the 12 April 2006edition of The New York Times dealing with the week@ marches (mostly by Spanish-
speaking immigrants) in suppot of immigration reform:

Orhoughrecent immigration developments in Washington had been a discouraging mix of stalemate and
cold political maneuvering, the marchers seemed motivated less by a sense of grievance than by hope, and
the pure joy of seeing others like themselves rallying for a precious cause. They were venturing boldly
from the shadows and daring the county to changeits laws, but were doing so out of a desire to paticipae
in the system, notto undemineitE This became especialy clear when thethousndson the [Washington]
Mall recited the Pledgeof Allegiance, reading from yellow sheets printed in English andin acrude
phonéic spdling to hdp Spanish speakers pronoune the unfamiliar words Something aboutthelatter
version Bwith its strangesense of indoquent desire Dwas enoughto provoketears: @\i pledch aiyensto
di fleg of d Yunated Esteits of America an tu di republic for wich it estands uan naishion, ande Gad,
indivisibol, wit liberti an yostis for ollGO

* Go to other chapters via http://zerofzeronet/




20080313 EXtirpating Educational Corruption* X17-4

before doing even that, | should describe major features of school systems
tha aren@corrupt Conequently, Dear, please be paient.

Thus beginning where by now you probably expect me to begin theanaysis
of any system, |@ first ask: For any school system, wha(@ the objective?
Subsequently, if agreement can bereached aboutthe prime objective (or
prime objectives) of schools, then an investigation can begin into the
guestion how well schoolks are achieving ther objectives, andif notwell,
then wha processes (wha Qorruptions) seem to beinhibiting or thwarting
the achievement of ther objectives.

So then, little one tell me: Wha(@ the objective? GDf what?0 Of what |Qe
been talking aboutPof school systems Pof your going to school? Y ou®e
been going to school, now, for 12 years? Why? GCause that@ what kidsdo:
they goto school.O Y ah, butwhy? GCause their parents make them.O Y ah,
butwhy? Oro learn stuff.O Okay, but why do your parents want you to
learn stuff? GCause they®e mean.O Y ou mean that it@ mean of them to
want you to learn stuff? No, silly Bbecause they said that they®e not
gonnakeep lookinCafter me forever; they said 1@ better learn stuff, so | can
get ajob and beable to look after myself.O So you mean tha the objective
of schooksisto prepare kids to be able to get ajob? Of ah Pat least tha (3
pat of it.O Oh Pwha else? QVell, yagottalearn how to get longwith
other people.O Okay Danything else? QNVell, ya gotta learn something about
how your sodety works.O Anything else? CBure, there@ lots of other stuff:
kids go to school basically to learn how to become adults.O

Trugt my grandaild to cut throughthe pulp to get to thekernd! But, little
one if theprime pumpos of any school system isto hdp kidsbecome adults,
wha@ the prime pumpo of adults? O a gotta be kidding!O Why? Qwell, |
once had a grandfather who never stoppel preaching tha everyone® prime
purpose was ther trio of survival (or wha hecalled GhrivalQ gods: of
themselves, thar families (whatever they recognized as the extent of thear
@amiliesd, and their values (however their values were obtained).O So you
mean tha the prime purpose of any school system isto hdp kidsbecome
adults who can capably pursuethdr trio of survival gods? QVell, tha@
what he@ say.O

And what would you say? OQNell, something closer to: the prime purpose of

any school systemisto hep kidslearn how to solve problems.Q Problems?
Likewha? QNell, like gettinCajob when they®@e older, gettinGalongwith
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other people, and maybe even solving bigge problems.O Like wha? QNVell,
think of all thetroube in theworld, think of all thehunge, all themisery, all
thepollution, all thewars, al the stupidities, and so on.O

Hey, wait aminute. How come you®e now talking aboutgods of sodeties
and even aboutgods for all humanity? QHuh?0 Well, | asked youwhy you
went to school. Y ou respondel with comments aboutyour gods, your
parentsOgods, kidsQgods, adultsOgods, and now you@e talking about
sodal gods and even humenity@ goals. GDf course! O Andwhy @f course®?
QCause schools don®have just asingle god: they have wha oneof my
grandfathers used to call @ nested hierarchy of godsQlike sets of Russian
dolls.O Outrageoud ONha@® outrageous?O Ah, never mindE maybethat
someoneso youngseems to know so much.

So anyway, wha@ education®soda god? ONell, tha dependsonthe
sodety, butin genera, each sodety wants its schools to teach its kidshow to
promote its own gods.O Like wha? QNell, each sodety has its own culture,
which it usudly wants to protect; it@ own traditions which it usualy wants
to continue its own set of problems, which it wants solved; and so on.O And
beyondeach culture, for all humanity, are there some worldwide gods for
education? QVell, inofar as all humanswant sustainable prosperity with
peace and judice, insofar as all humans seek truth and beauty, insofar as all
humanswant intelligence to continue to evolve, insofar as all humans
recognize that we have common problems to solve, then certainly there are
worldwide gods for all education systems!O

Well, Dear, sometimes | wonde why | waste so much time writing al this
stuff when you already undestand everything so well, but anyway, as your
grandnother says, it keeps me off the streets. So, having nothing better to
do, let me comment further on relating education®@gods to humanity@ god,
because further investigaion suggests why there@ such great difficulty in
obtaining agreement on the prime purpose of education, namely, because
there@® so much confusion in defining humanity@® prime purpose: Isit to
serve God? Promote peace and progoerity? Explore outer space? Or what?

Toward addressing such questions let me show you how other people have
described the prime god (or gods) of education. |Qe collected the
following quottionsfrom a number of locationson theinternet and grouped
thegods advocted by theidentified authors unde three heading, related to
godsof 1) individuds, 2) sodeties, and 3) humanity. | admit tha, in some
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cases, Ohefjt was rather fprcedO but please realize that my own god isto
try to get a petter handleOon relating education@god to humanity@ god.

1.

¥

Relating Education’s Goals to Goals of Individuals

Q am notore who was born i the possession of knowedge | an onewho is fond of
antiquity, and ernest in seking [knowedge there.O[Confudug

CEmploy yourtime in improving yourslf by other menOsvritings o tha you s$all
gan easily wha others have labored hard for.O[Socrates]

Oro knowtheroad ahead, ask those coming back.O[Chinese Proverb]
Orhedirection in which education garts aman will determine his future life.O[Plato]
C(Education is the best provision for dd age.O[Aristotle]

(Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at al.O[Aristotl€]
QDnly the educated are free.O[Epictetus]

Orhe very spring and rootof horesty and virtue lie in goodeducation O[Plutarch]
QWe are born weak; we need grength. Helpless, we need dad. Foolish, we need
reason. All that we lack at birth, all that we need when we cometo manOsstate, is

the gift of education.([Jean Jacques Rouseau]

C(Education mekes agreater difference, between man and man, than naure has made
between man and brue.O[John Adams]

Oro acquire a knowledge of the world might be defined as theaim of dl eductionE O
[Arthur Shopenhauel]

C(Education is acompanion, which nomisfortunecan depress, no gime can destroy,
no enemy can dienate, no cespotism can endave: a home Pafriend, droad Ban
introdudion, in litudeDa solace, and in society Ban orrement. It chastensvice, it
guides virtue, it gives at one grace and government to genius  Withoutit, what is
man? A splendid dave, areasoning savage.O[Joseph Addison]

QPerhaps the most valuable result of dl educationis the ability to make yoursslf do
thething you fave to do, when it oughtto be done whether youlike it or nd; it isthe
first lesson tha ougtt to belearned; and rowever early amanOsraining beyins, it is
probably thelast lesson tha helearnsthoroughly.O[Thomes H. Huxley]

(Education is aprogeessive discovery of our own ignorance.O[Will Durant]
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¥ (EducationOpurpoe is to replace an empty mind with an oper oneO[Malcolm S.
Forbes]

¥ Ohe objective of education is to prepare the young b educate themselves throughait
ther lives.O[Robeat Maynard Hutching

¥ (Education is hdping the child reslize his potentialities.O[Erich Fromm]

¥ Orhefirst condtion of educationis being able to pu someoneto wholesome and
meaningfu work.O[John Rugin]

¥ (T]he purpoe of educationE cannotbeto control the childOgrowth to aspecific
pre-determined end, beause any such end mug be established by abitrary
authoritarian means rather, the purpo® of education nus beto pemit the growing
principle of life to take its own individud course, and to fecilitate the proaess by
sympahy, encouragement, and chdlenge, and by deeloping arich and dfferentiated
context and environment.O[Noam Chansky]

2. Relating Education’s Goal to Goals of Each Society
¥ Orhefounddion of every state is the education ofits youth.Q[L aertius Diogenes]

¥ QWVha greater or beter gift can we offer the republic than to teach and ingtruct our
youth?O[Cicero]

¥ QUpon heeduation ofthe people of this county the fate of this county dependsO
[Benjamin Disragli]

¥ Q think by far the most imporiant bill, in our whole codg is that for the diffusion of
knowledgeamongthe people. No other sure founddion can be devised for the
preservation of freedom and hgpinessE T hetax which will be pad for this purpog
is notmore than thethousndth pat of what will be padto kings priests, and nolbes
who will rise up anong usif we leave the people in ignorance.O[Thomes Jefferson]

¥  ONext in importance to freedom and jugtice is popubr education, withoutwhich
nethe freedomnor judice can bepemanently maintained.O[James A. Garfield]

¥ Q.et usthink of education as themeans of developing our geatest abilities, because

in each of usthere isa private hopeand dieam which, fufilled, can betrandated into
bendfit for everyone and greter srength for our ndion.gJohn F Kennedy]

3. Relating Education’s Goal to Humanity’s Goal
¥ QDf all the civil rights for which theworld has struggled and foughtfor 5,000 ars,

therightto learn is undoubgdly the mogt fundamentalE T he freedomto learnE h as
been boughtby biter sacrifice. And whaever we may think of the curtailment of
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other civil rights, we should fight to the last ditch to keep open theright to learn, the
rightto have examined in our €hools notonly wha we bdieve, butwhat we do nd
bdieve; notony wha our leaders say, butwhat the leaders of other groupsand
naions and the leaders of other centurieshave said. We mug ingst uponthisto give
our children thefairness of agart which will equip them with such an aray of facts
and such an atitude toward truth that they can have areal chanceto judgewha the
world is and wha its grester mindshave thoughtit might be O[W.E.B. DuBois]

¥ (Education is the ability to meet lifeOsituationsO[John G. Hibben]

¥ (CBometimes onesees in the school Smply the ingrument for transferring a certain
maximum quantity of knowledge to the growing generation. Butthat is notright
Knowledgeisdead. The school, however, serves theliving. Itshould develop inthe
young ndividuds those qudities and @pabilities which are of vdue for the welfare
of the commonwealth. Butthat does notmean that individudity should be destroyed
and theindvidud become a mere tool of the community, like abee oran ant. For a
community of gandadized individuals without persond orgindity and pesond ams
would beapoor @mmunity withoutpossibilities for development. On thecontrary,
theam mug bethetraining ofindegpendently acting and thinkingindividuals, who
however, see in the service of the community their highest life-achievement.O
[Albert Eingein]

¥ (Education, for nost people, meanstrying to lead the child to resemble the typical
adult of hissocietyE But for me, education meansmaking aeatorsE  You haveto
make inventors, innovaors notconfomists.O[Jean Hage]

¥  (Human history becomes more and morea race between education and ctastrophe.O
[H. G. Wellg]

In generd, | agree with al those stated gods of education, and | mug admit
that | think H.G. WellsOsssessment is particularly perceptive: GHuman
history [or maybe better would be GHumanity@ futureQ) becomes more and
more a race between education and catastropheO With such a somber
assessment in mind, Dear, and assuming tha you accept that humanity (3
prime god isto hdp intelligent life to evolve (or some slogan with similar
meaning), then please recondder the question: Wha( the prime purpose of
education?

| think tha theanswer is obvious(using whaever ogan onefindsmost
satisfying): theprime purpose of education is to develop youth® capabilities
to solve thar and humenity@® problems more intelligently, the prime purmpose
of education isto hdp our descendants notjus survive butthrive, or the
prime purpo< of educationisto hdp intelligence evolve. As Geoff
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Haselhurst wrote:? CEducation is the most important factor in theevolution
of both theindividud and our collective sodety.O

So now, Dear, if you accept at least some of the aboveideas about
education®gods (for individuds, sodeties, and humenity, all of which are
incorporated in a statement such as Geducation® prime god is to prepare the
next generation to solve their and hurmanity @ problems more intelligentlyQ,
then please condder the potentials and possibilities of education@
corruption.

To start, let me show you some quottionsthat suggest or even reveal such
corruption.

¥ Cohdl we, then, thuslightly suffer our dnildren to listen to any chance stories
fashionad by any chance teachers and < to take into their mindsopinionsfor the
mog pat contrary to those that we shdl think it desirable for them to hold when they
are grown up? By no nanne of meanswill we alow it. O[Plato]

¥ Orhepurpog of Conpusory Education isto deprive the common people of their
commonenx.O[G. K. Chesterton]

¥ Men hal bater be withouteducation than beeducated byther rulers.O
[Thomas Hodgkin]

¥ Qtistheuniversal cusom and pactice of monachial and arbitrary govenments to
train up heir subjects as much in ignorance as they canE andto teach them to
reverence and worship great men in office and  take for truth whatever they say.O
[William Manning]

¥ GGiveme four years to teach thechildren, and the seed | have sown will never be
uprooted.Vladimir Lenin]

¥ (Education is aweapon, whoe effect dependson who hobisit in his handsand &
whomit is amed.({Joseph Salin]

¥ OAt every hour of eery day, | can tell youon which page of which bookeach
schoolchild in Italy is sudying.O[Benito Mussolini]

¥ By educting the young geeration dongtherightlines, the PeopleOState will have
to eeto it tha ageneration of mankind isformed which will be adequae to this
supreme combat that will decidethe destinies of theworldE | will have no
intellectud training. Knowledgeis ruin for my young nen.Q[Adolph Hitler]

2 At http://www.spaceandmotion.convPhilosophy-Education.htm.
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¥ OrheFounding Fathersin their wisdom decided that children were an unreturd strain
on paents. So they provided jails called schools, equipped with tortures called an
educationE Schoolis where you go béween when your paents can®take you and
indugry canOtake youO[John Updike]

¥ (Education is the proaess of driving aset of prgudices down your tiroa.O
[Martin H. Fischer]

¥ (Education is a state-controlled manufactory of echoes.O[Norman Douglas]

¥ (Education: Theinculcation of heincomprenensbleinto the indifferent by the
incompetent.O[John Maynard Keynes|

¥ Orhat erronedusassumptionis to theeffect tha the am of publc education is to fill
theyoung of he species with knowedgeand avaken thar intelligence, and © meke
them fit to discharge the duties of dtizenship in an enlightened andindependent
manne. Nothing could befurther from the truth. The aim of pubic education is not
to gread enlightenment at al, it is smply to reduce as many individuals as posible
to the same safe level, to breed and rain astandadized dtizenry, to pu down dissent
and orgindity. Tha isitsam in the United Sates, whatever the preensonsof
politicians peadagogues, and oher such mounebanks and that is its am everywhere
else. [H. L. Mencken]

¥ Indl or dmog dl cvilizationswe find osmethinglike religiousand cmsmolog cal
teaching, and in many odeties we find <hools. Now schods, especially primitive
schools, dl have, it appears, acharacteristic sructure and furction. Far from beng
places of critical discussion they make it ther task to impart a defi nite dodrine, and
to preserveit, pureand untanged. Itisthetask of aschoolto hand on he
traditionE t o the next generation, and 1 this end the most important thing is to keep
the dodrineinviolateE N ew ideas are heresies and lead to schisms; should a
member of the school try to changethe dactrine, then heis expelled as a hereticE
There may bearguments againg dissenters and heetics, or ggang some competing
schools. Butin themain it is with assertion and dogna and condannation raher than
argument that the doctrine is defended. [Karl Poppée]

¥ QDur hools have become vast factories for the manufacture of robos. We no longer
send our youngd them primarily to be taughtand given the tods of thought no
longe primarily to beinformed and aquire knowledge bu to beOsdalized(h
which in the current semantic meansto be regimented and made to conform.O
[Robet Lindrer]

¥ Orherole of the schodmaster is to collect little plastic lumps of humen dough fron
private houghddsand $igpethem onthesodal kneading boad. O Edward Ros|
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¥ Kidsare the bestE you can teach them to hae the thingsyou haeE O [Homer
Simpson of The Simpsons TV series)

| trust you agree, Dear, that at least there@ grave potential for corruption of
school systems. Maybeyou even agree tha such a potential has been
realized in the past (e.g., unde variousdictatorshipsand in essentially all
religiony. So now, let me ask you to congder the possibility tha such
corruptionis still rampant.

To try to get you to consder the possibility that somethingis serioudy
wrongBbeven corrupt Bwith theeductiond system in this county (and later
|@ suggest that similar is the case throughouttheworld), | would ask you to
try to briefly answer thefollowing questions(for which | Qe added some
Golution hintsOas footnotes).

¥ When certain grandkids were judged to be Ontellectudly giftedQ why
did their school system putthem in an endave of Caccelerated classesOat
theworst performing school in their city@ slums?®

¥ Why aretheschoolsin our cities slums performing so poory?*
¥ Why doso many (if notessentially all) legislators in Washington, DC

send ther kidsto private schools rather than public schools, and why do
essentialy all wealthy Easterners do the same?

% Hint: TheNo Child Left Behind Act threatened poor-performing schools with cutsin fundingif they
didn®show significant improvement Band your local School Board devised a way to QyameOthe system,
withoutregard for thewelfare of QjiftedOchildren. And yes, Dear, | hopeyou notice notonly that it@
immoral to use people for your own purpos withoutther knowledgeor approvd butalso that surely the
epitome of such immorality is doing the same with children!

* Hint. Asfar as| know, no daa suppot the contention tha children in low-income families are innaely
lessintelligent. Thus even youwould probably have performed pooily in school if you had poorer
nutrition and health care, fewer learning experiences before you entered school, aless-devel oped
vocabulary, fewer incentives to succeed at school, less compeent teachers, fewer school resources, etc.
Ingead, condder why so many children in low-income are undisciplined, bath a home and at school.

® Hint: Beneath the obviousreason you can find amajor sodia problem and major corruption of the
conaept that ours should be a OneritocracyOPor as a minimum, that kidsshould start outonalevel playing
field. Ingead, our system has elements of a(plutocracyQ i.e,, ruled by thefinandially powerful. Asa
result, the Rockefeller, Roosvelt, Kennaly, Bush, and a hugenumber of other QorivilegedOfamilies
continueto QuleOAmericaPandto corruptit. I return to this problem later.
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¥ Why are teachersin American public schools paid so pootly relative to
similarly trained Cprofessiond s

¥ Why, in 1995,did the US Senae pass a resolution condemning the
proposed (history standadsOfor US public schools by avote of 99to 1
(with thelonedissenter wanting a stronge sanction)?’

¥ Why are kidskept in schoollong past thetime when they show any
desire to learn wha@ beng taught?®

¥ Why isthere so much emphasisin American pubiic schods on sports,
Cart appreciationQ Gnusic appreciationQetc., and o little on science?

Agan, Dear, please be paient with me. As| already stated, it® my opinion
tha corruption of educationd systemsis so rampant and pervasive that |
have difficulty deciding even how to describeit.

To illudrate, consder thefollowing seven statements of gods (or
Onissions) of theidentified US GchoolsOand QuniversitiesQ | copied these
statements from the internet, choosng samples almost at random from
literally thousandsof available examples.

1. Odenton Christian School (Kindegarten through Grade 12) in Odenton,
Maryland, run by the Odenton Baptist Church.™

® Hints: Careful with this question Bthere are many possible answvers! Onemay betha mos teachers are
women, and teacher pay scales were set decades before women had many other employment oppotunities.
Another possibility may betha many schools of education (in universities) have accepted low-ranking
students, graduaed them, and sent them outto teach at public schools. Still another reason may bethat
many people do not condder teachers to be (orofessiondsO(quite prepared to tell them how and what to
teach Bwhile not presuming to tell an architect how to congruc a skyscraper, an engineer howto build an
airplang or adodor howto peform an opeation). And another reason, which 1@ retum to later, seemsto
betha, in reality, public school teachers aren® QorofessiondsQ because they haven®adopied methods to
(policeOthemselves.

" Hint. Reconsder the quottion from Poppe (above) tha endswith: On themainit iswith assertion and
dogma and condanndion rather than argument that thedodrineis defended.O

8 Hint. Wha gods are beéng pursued?

° Hints: Condder thegods beng pursued, theincompetence of teachers and members of the school
boads the coddiing of kids and the decadence of our sodety.

1% Copied from http://www.ocsl .org/index.phpDption=content& task=view&id=23&I temid=36.
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We have no doub that the best way to educate a child isto provide atraditiond
classroom setting where Bible based meterials are used in conjunction with time
honorel methodssuch as drill, recitation,and memorization.

(EducateOusing the Bible? Critical thinking anyone?

2. St. Stephen@ evangdical Lutheran School, Beaver Dam, Wisconsn (at
least K D8):*™

Themission of 8. SephenO4 utheran Schoolisto assist in meking the children of
our wngrayaion, [sic, i.e., the commaisin the original] disciples of Chrigt, [sic] and
to offer them aBible - centered [sic], quality education, which will feed thar hearts
and mindsand by GodOgrace, [sic] will provide the church of the future, [sic]
disciples who ae eager to rvether Lord and share the gogpd with others.

That they won®learn how to punduate a sentence is appaently of less
coneern, jug so longasthey are goodQlisciples of ChristO

3. TheBear Creek School, RedmondWA (K B12):*2

TheBear Creek Schod proceedsfrom adistinctly Christian world view within an
orthodox evangdical belief system. Qur faculty teach the Bible as truth and nodd
values that inspire and enable students to live a Christ-like life in todayOsvorldE
[Dear: try readingthat again: (Dur faculty teach the Bible as truth and modd values
thaE D id they want GDur faculty teach the Bible as truth and that it provides modéd
valuesthaE? Who knows?] The Bear Creek School recognizes tha Qhe fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, - and [HowOghat for punduation!] the
knowledgeof the Holy Oneis undestandingO®

Meanwhile, learning meaningsfor Gruth® @alues® Avisdomdand
@ndestandingQs appaently nota part of Bear Creek School curriculum,
noris undestanding wha Eingein said: QVhoever undetakes to set himself
up as ajudgeof Truth and Knowledgeis shipwrecked by the laughter of the
godsO

4. Bob Jones QniversityO(foundel by Bob Jones, Sr.): "

Within the cultural and academic oil of liberal arts education, Bob &nes University
exists to grow Christlike character [How abouta hyphen for @hrist-like(?] that is

" Copied from http://saintstephen.org/missiongatementschoolhtml.
12 Copied from http://www.tbcs.org/aboutmission htm.
13 Copied from http://www.bju.edu/aboutmission html.
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Scripturdly disciplined; [sic] others-serving; [sic] God-loving; [sic] Christ-
prodaiming; [sic] and focused Above

As with oneof the schools quotd above leaning aboutpunduaionis
appaently optiond Dbutthen, they®e probably too Gocused Abovedto get
thar handsdirty in grimy little stuff such as punduaion. Ingead, Bob Jones
QuniversityOis known as the citadd of biblical Christianity for its
adheence to the Bible as mankind® only source of faith and Christian
practice.O TheBible is mankind@ only source of faith? Hello? Doesthat
mean that Hindus Mudims, and Humanists aren®members of mankind?
How aboutthose of uswho have faith in the scientific method?

5. Ora Robats QniversityO(foundel by, who else, Oral Robats):**

Oral Robets University is a charismatic university foundel in the fires of evangdism
and upon he undanging precepts of theBible. The University was foundel as a
result of theevangdist Oral RobatsO obging GodOsandae to buid a university on
GodOsuthority and the Holy Spirit. God® commission © Oral Roberts was to
(Raise up your sudents to hear My voice, to go where My lightis dim, where My
voice is heard gnall, and My healing power is not known, even to the uttermost
boundsof the earth. Ther work will exceed yours and in this | am well pleased.O

|, too, expect that many people would be Qvell pleasedOif the QvorksOof
the students of Oral Robets QJniversityOexceeded tho< of its founde.

6. Regent QUniversityQ Virginia Beach, VA (originaly the CBN
QUniversityQ foundel by Pat Robetson, of the Christian Broadcasting
Network): ™

Regent University is an inditution of higher learning that exists to bring glory to God
the Father and His Son Jsus Christ through hework of the Holy SpiritE O ur
mission isto provideexemplary education, from abiblical perspective, leading
bachdors masters and datorae degrees for aspiring srvant-leadersin pivotal
professionsE

| wonde if their Ghighe learningGindudes studying other holy book
(such as Supe'man, Spiderman, or Batman and Robin comic bookg and |
wonde wha other con games (besides being clerics) they consgder to bea
(pivotal professionO Proditution maybe?

14" Copied from http://www.oru.edu/aboutru/missionstatement.html.
1 Copied from http://www.regent.edu/general/about ugmission_gatement.cfm.
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5. Brighan Y oungQUniversityO(founded by Brigham Y oung)*®

The mission of Brigham Young Lhiversity isto assist individuals in their quest for
perfection and eternal life.

Tak aboutan oxymoron: anyoneon a quest for eternd life has squdched
thepossibility of perfection!

And meanwhile, think of a certain grandcdild who has been saving money
for yearsto afford tuitionat BY U Dbecause a certain set of grandpaents
won®finandally contribute to her additiond indodrination. If you dor®
undestand why, Dear, then maybeyou@ like to begin to explore some of
thereasonsby reading the report prepared by the American Assodation of
University Professors (AAUP) tha conduded:*” Qha infringements on
academic freedom|[at BY U] are distressingly common and that the climate
for academic freedomis distressingly poor.O Dear: BYU (similar to the
other organizationslisted above isn® an educationd institution butan
indodrinaion center. Witness the statement: On 1998,the AAUP voted to
enter BYU onitslist of censured organizations onwhich it remainsto the
present. 3®

But theaboveare jus afew examples of corruptionsof eductiond systems,
only fromreligion and only in the US.*® Certainly religionis nottheonly
source of educationd corruption, butjus as certainly, it@ widespread. In
fact, such educationd corruptionis so geneal tha the General Assembly of
the United Nationshas enshrined it in Article 26, Item 3 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights:

16 Copied from http://ce.byu.edubgseccles endorse.cfm.

1" Copied from http://www.aaup org/Com-a/Censure.htm; to obtain thisreport now (200801/29), goto
http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/censuredadming and then click on Brighan Y oungUniversityOQ

18 Copied from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighan_Young_lhiversity#Academic_freedom issues.

¥ Inddentaly, Dear, inthenews | recently read an encouraging report suggesting that healthy changes are
occurring. Inthe 22 July 2006issue of the New York Times, Alan Finde reports that some Baptist colleges
are cutting ther ties with the Southern Baptist Convention. To me, especially encouraging in this report
was the statement by David W. Key, director of Baptist Studies at the Candler School of Theology at
Emory [University]: Orhereal undelyingissueistha fundamentalism in the Southern Baptist formis
incompatible with highe education,OProfessor Key said. On fundanentalism, you have al thetruths In
education, you®e searching for truths O
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Parents have a prior right to choo% thekind of elucation that shdl be given to their
children.

Hello? What aboutresponsbilities assodated with such a @ight® Wha
abouttherights of children to learn QhefactsC® Isit more important for the
Geneaa Assembly of the UN to specify therights of parents to educate thar
children or to try to protect theworld@ children from indodrination in
stupidity? If education®@ prime god isto enable students to solve thar and
humanity@ problems more intelligently, then surely more important (than
protecting adultsQrights Qo choos the kind of education tha shdl begiven
to ther childrenQ is to protect children@rights, e.g., with aUN resolution
enshrining Schopenhauer@ assessment:

No idea should ever be established in achildOsnind oherwise than by what the child
can e for itself, or at any rateit should be verified by he same meansE N o child
unde the age of fifteen should recelve indructionin subjects which may posibly be
the vehicle of seriouserror, such as philosophy, réigion, orany other branch of
knowedgewhere it is necessary to take large viewskE

If such aresolution could beimplemented, then indodrinaion of childrenin
all @yrand schemesO(Hinduism, Judasm, Christianity, Islam, MormonismE
capitalism, communism Band even humanism!) would cease. Indead of
indodrinating kidsin any Qyrand schemeQ teach them how to think for
themselves. teach kidshow to pick fruit fromthetree of knowledgeand let
them decidefor themselves wha@ ripe and whaG rotten.

Anyway, Dear, maybe you@e beginning to see tha there are a hugenunber
of potential andreal corruptionsof eduction. Some corruptionsare derived
from conflicts between education® god and some person@god (e.g., you
might notfeel like studying!), some are derived from conflicts between
education®god and some group®god (e.g., capitalists not wanting their
students to learn accurate information aboutcommunism Bor vice versa),
and till other corruptionsare derived from conflicts between education®@
god and other sodetal gods (e.g., anaion may want thar younggers to
defer college education and join the armed forces). Thereby, given the great
variety and rangeof such corruption and potential corruption, perhgosyou at
least appreciate my difficulty in trying to make this presentation at |east
appear to be organized!

Failing to see any better scheme, 1@ try to organize my commentsin the
following three broad categories. 1) Corruption of Children@ Development,
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2) Corruption of Sodal Progress, and 3) Corruption of Progoects for Peace
and Progeity. | admit tha these corruptionsare related and tha some
corruptions(e.g., thehugeamountof bribery tha corrupts educationin
many undedeveloped sodeties) ssimultaneoudy span all three categories.
Y et, any attempt at organization must start somewhere!

1) Corruption of Children’s Development

Such corruptionis rampant throughout the world DBespecialy for girls and
especialy in Iamic nationsbBbutuntl alater chapter, 1@ emphasize wha®
occurring in the US and attempt to organize my comments into thefollowing
three subcategories, dedling with children@ a) Intellectud Development, b)
Emotiond Development, and c) Soda Development.

la) Corruption of Children’s Intellectual Development

Dear: 1@ notgoing to providedetails. Feel free to write an essay (or a
book!) on each of thefollowing topics:

Children not being shown particulars before general principles,
Children not being stimulated to apply the scientific methodto solve
problem they encountr in thar daly lives,

Children not being shown how to dig into data,

Children not being taughthow to evaluae ther bdiefs,

Children being indodrinated in ther sodety@ QruthsQ

Children notleaning what great thinkers thought

K K

K K K K

| wouldn®be surprised if 90% of American schods and 99% of Islamic
schools corrupt children® intellectual development (by inhibiting their
thinking for themselves, indodrinaing them in QyroupthinkQ preparing
them to become dodle members of Qhe collectiveQ and similar). Kids
would profit more fromworking in fields or in factories than (asin some
Star-Trek rerun) having ther Borg-like teachers drum into them: Or ouwill
be assimilated; resistance is futile.O

Further, more is needed than QustOstimulating kidsto think critically. Thus
as Jeffrey H. Andasonwrote:

When children enter our pulbic schods, they are encouraged notto learn what other
people though aboutthings butrather to Qhink for themselvesOPwhich is crudal,
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butaso fruitless withoutingghts from beyond on®©wn mind or bgond heminds
of oneDsmilarly undedeveloped peers.

And relative to the need to Qilig into dataQ Charles Perfetti provided the
following critical assessment of Qrritical thinking®

Ew e should notnecessarily concludetha higha-level strategic skills are somehow
thecritical issue. Itisexactly these processes tha are mog vulnerable to ecific
knowledgefailures. We think these proeesses are important, butwe sugpect that they
develop ordnarily in tandem with the gradud accumulation of knowedge..

Similar was stated by E.D. Hirsch, Jr.:

The evidence regarding aitical thinking is not reassuringE U sudly, it isnOthe
logical structure of peopleOsnferences that chiefly causes unaitical thinking but
rather the uninformed or misinformed faultiness of their premisses.

In addition, and perhgps mog importantly, kidsmug learn that to learn they
mug work at it! As Ron Rudewrote:

Whether pubic eduction can aurvivein the 21% Century will depend notnearly so
much on neking the system persorally interestingOor @ccupdiondly rdevantQ as
it will on relping kdsand the adults who nurture them undestand that perseverance
and sif-disciplinewill get them alot further in life than @nterest® Wwi. 1Omot
optimistic that we will ever recognze this, much less accomplish it.

Illudrative of the problem in American schools of so many kidsjust
Qyoofing offOis the following quottion™ obtined from the Nationd Center
for Education Statistics (at http://nces.ed.qgovl):

Another indicator of the effort tha sudents give to their school work is theamount of
time spent on honework. In 1998, mg 12"-graders (88 pecent) reported doing at
least some hamework in atypical week, dthough norethan hdf spent lessthan 0D4
hoursper week on horneworkE

Such kidsare kidding themselves: more than hdf spent less than 4 hours
per week onhomework! Any kid who spendsless than 2 B4 hours per
night on homework isn®in schoolto learn.

Thefailure to inculcate Ghe work ethicOin American students leadsto
assessments such as thefollowing*

% Copied from http:/nces.ed.govipub£2001200102_3pdf.

* Go to other chapters via http://zerofzeronet/




20080313 EXtirpating Educational Corruption* X17-19

According b anew Manhatan Ingitute for Policy Research sudy fundel by he Bill
and MelindaGates Founddion, orly 32 percent of recent high-schod graduaes were
qgudified to dtend afour-year college. Further, the report showed that the high-
school graduaion rae remains depressingly low at only 70 percent.

For years, American eduction experts have been darmed a the growing inability of
public-school sudents and graluates to compete academically with peersin other
indugrialized demoaratic courtries. As Chales Sykes wrote in his revolutionary
1990sbook Dumbing Down our Kids: Why America’s Children Feel Good about
Themselves but Can’t Read, Write, or Add.

QWhen the very best American gudents bthetop 1 pecent Bare measured agangt
the best students of other courtries, AmericaOdest and brightest finished & the
botom.O

And, acording to a sudy by he Program for Internationd Student Assessment, of
studentsin 32 deeloped oourtries, 14 @untries score higher than the US in reading,
13 have better resultsin science, and 17 sore above America in mathematicsE

And William Moloney, charman of the Washington, D.C.-based Education Leade's
Counal, writes tha American sudents feel better aboutther math ills than any
other county in the free world Bwhile Korean gudents, who feel worg aboutther
math ills, outscore everyoneelse in math. American sudents are famougdy
confidentin ther ignorance.

Asasummary, let me quot someone who has had significant experience
with such corruption, namely Edward A Rauchut®

With vey few exceptions | watched for 14 years as sudent after sudent entered and
left high £hod havinglearned next to noting durng his or he four-year term. And
the problem is notin someonedseOschool district: itOsystemic. My experience
has convinced me that, if the purpo of the public schods were to prevent children
from acquiring an education, they could not do abeter jobthan they are doing right
now, a this very momentin dassroons dl across the naionE

Oursis an education g/stem tha labds children learning-disabled and then calls for
moretax ddlarsto remediate the problem it created. It is an anti-intellectud, mordly
bankrupt system who va ues-clarifi cation dasses and bogudrug and x-
education prograns contribute to the very addictionsthey sanctimonioudy claim to

2 From http://www.myshortpendl.com/schooltal k/cgi-bin/show.cgiZpc=2& pog=835Q written by Hans
Zeige (afreshman at Hillsdde Collegein Michigan, a2003Puydlup High School graduae, and a
fredlancer for The Seattle Times).

22 Copied from http://www.illinois oop org/quotes.html, which is a great source of quates dealing with
education. 1t& been established by Orhelllinois LoopQstated to be Gin informal groupof about200
paents, teachers, school boad members and others, modly in the subutbs aroundChicago.O
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solve. Itisasystem that crushes our cildrenOsntellectud curiodty and then
demandsthey learn anywayE

Our publc eductional system is amonoply founded on anti-intellectualism and
bogustheories of learning. As such, redl education hes dways been its enemy, the
single greatest threat to its very existence, a pasistent reminder of its failed mission
to teach our naionOshildrenE Real education would pu the child-detention centers
we call schods outof busness. Real education would close schools of education by
forcing real subjects to betaughtin themE

1b) Corruption of Children’s Emotional Development

| claim tha any kid who isn@successfully overcoming chdlenging tasks
appropriate for the kid@ capabilities will be emotiondly damaged Band
little could be stupider! Redlize, Dear, tha all sodeties need contributors
with wide-ranging capabilities, from cleaning washroons to designing
fusonreactors. If akid can®conque agebra, for example (or absolutely
refusesto try to), thekid shouldn®feel a sense of failure; ingead, thekid
should be stimulated to take on appropriate chdlenges. What@ the point of
frudrating so many students by having them study algebra, geometry, and
calculus, for example, when those same students could be competently,
successfully, and happily studying aircraft maintenance, bricklaying,
carpentry, etc.? If everyoneknew how to solve the equaionsof
magneohydmodynamics but nobodyknew how to clean the bahrooms, what
afoul world thiswould be Bin more ways than ond

Further, beyondthe corruption of schools by inadequaely directing students
toward occupaionsappropriate to thar capabilities and interest, many if not
most American schools currently appear to be on a bogusGelf-esteem
kickQ erroneoudy and even egregioudy promoting the GonfidenceOof
students when they display incompetence: so longas the student conveys
his or her GeelingsQ then the student@® compostion is praised; so longas
the student tries to master geometry or wood-working or whatever, then the
student is praised, and so on. Themotto seemsto be: Gnake the child feel
important.O As Samud Hayakawa said: QSchools reject] theidea of
education as the acquisition of knowledgeand skills [and indead] regard the
fundamental task in education as therapy.O Well sorry, Dear, butnotonly is
tha nonense, it corrupts a child® emotiond developrment.

To become an adult, oneof the mog important lessonsto learn is tha you@e
not so important as your parents said you were and/or as you think you are.
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Youwill need to learn tha Nature consders you to betotally irrelevant
(eliminating you as nonchdantly as she eliminaes any other individud life
form), and people other than your parents will judgeyour @mportanceQin
propottion to your contributions Consequently, if your essay isjunk and
your woodworking or science project is trash, then either do better the next
time or move on to something at which you are more compeent. False
praiseisjust tha: false. Andtheassodated corruption of theemotiond
development of children is notonly detrimental to each child butalso to
sodety (popuated by athose who whinethat they Glon©get no respectQ.
Respect isn@granted:; it earned Das praise should be

1c) Corruption of Children’s Social Development

In thetopic immediately above there are already hints of corruption of
children® sodal development by our schools (produdng graduaes who
unjugtifiably claim OmportanceQin their sodieties). Thisis a hugetopic,
which | @ leave you to study on your own and then write your own essay (or
book!) should you beso indined. Nondhdess, let me show you at least the
following chart.”

CHARACTERISTICS VALUED BY STUDENTS: Percentages of 12-graders who thought that various student characteristics
were greatly important for having high status in their school, by sex: 1998

Percent
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% SOURCE: University of Michigan, Ingitute for Soda Research. Monitoring the Future Survey: 1998;
copied from http://nces.ed.gov/ipub20012001072 3 pdf.
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In this chart, notice tha the percentages don®sum to 100% because the
students (males and females identified separately) were asked to indicate jus
wha characteristics of other students were Qyreatly important for having
high statusin ther school.O And | wouldn®be surprised if you®e
unaurprised by theresult that in 1998kids consdered (being a goodathleteO
was (and still is!) roughly twice asimportant as Gknowing a lot about
intellectual mattersQ which is also less important that Goming from the
right familyOor having a nice carQ But what does that say aboutthe
involvement of schools in the corruption of children® sodal development?

In particular, why is there so much emphasisin high schods on compditive
sports? Surely the most important reason for sports in schools is assod ated
with health benefits from exercising. Undoubgdly there are benefits from
team sports related to stimulating compeition and promoting coopeation b
but no more so in sports than in teams tha puttogeher a school newspaper
or patticipae in some science or other competition. Meanwhile, though,
surely the hugehigh-schod emphasis on team spotts (footbdl, basketbal,
basebdl,E) tapsinto (and stimulates) two primitive ingtincts: tribaism and
attractionto physcal prowess (avaluable attribute for males, 10,000and
more years ago). Andit isthese two ingincts (two indinds tha mus be
condrained in the moden world) that our schools stimulate and which
students judge to be of twice the value of &knowledgeof intellectual
mattersQ If tha isn@corruption of the social development of kidsthen |
don®knowwhat is!

In this county, in addition, there@3 seriouscorruption of the sodal
development of Oninority kidsO(especially Blacks and Hispanics), a
corruption peversely assodated with affirmative action programs (where |
use theword (perverseQin the sense tha such programs were designed and
implemented with intentionsopposte to thar outcomes). Three such
perversities are thefollowing, well described by Russell Nieli (professor in
the Politics Department of Princeton University) in his article entitted Orhe
Changing Shgpe of the River: Affirmative Action and Recent Soaal
Science Research.G*

¥ Knowing of the existence of affirmative action programsin colleges and
universities throughoutthe county, Black and Hispanic kidslose

2 Available at http://www.nas.org/reports/river _changdaffirm-act soc-sci.pdf.

* Go to other chapters via http://zerofzeronet/




20080313 EXtirpating Educational Corruption* X17-23

incentives to work as hard onther studies as Asian and White kids (of
similar econamic backgrounds,

¥ Internaizing theideatha they heedOsuppot from affirmative action
programs, such kidsdevelop Onferiority complexesQ stifling thar self
confidence and their academic peformance, and

¥ Resenting that merit isn@the sole measure of success, Asian and White
kidsshunsodal interactionswith Blacks and Hispanics, who
simultaneoudy prefer interactions with peers (aform of Giege
mentalityQ), thereby frusrating the sodal interactionsamong equds that
was oneof the prime desirable outcomes of affirmative action.

From such experiences it might be safe to condudethat any Qodal-
engineeringOpolicy tha promotes anything buta meritocracy will lead to
corruption of the sodal development of kids

2. Corruption of Social Progress

In the above dedling with corruption of children, |Qe already hinted at
elements of the corruption of sodety by school systems (e.g., promoting
tribaism, honoting physcal prowess, produdng graduaes who haven®
learned that respect mug beearned, etc.), butsuch elements are jus the
beginning of what could bea hugelist. |3 leaveit to youto dig deeper,
Dear, butlet me at least mention afew items for your congderation.

Onehorrible way tha school systems corrupt social progress can be
categorized as unfairness (or injustice). As Stephen Heyneman wrote:®

If the school system cannotbe trused, it may deract from anatioanens—:- of social
cohesion, heprindpal ingredient of dl successful modean sodetiesE A school
system, which is free of [this typ€] of corruption is characterized by the following:

¥ Equdity of access to educationd oppotunity,

¥ Farnessin thedistributon ofeducationd curricula and materials,

¥ Fairness and rangparency in the criteria for selection to higher and more
specialized training,

¥ Fairnessin accreditation in which all ingitutionsare judged by professiond
standadsequdly applied and opa to pubic scrutiny,

¥ Fairnessin theacquisition of eductiond goodsand services, [and]

% Education and Corruption, available a, e.g., www.politika.lv/polit_real/files/lv/EdudCorrupt.pdf.
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¥ Maintenance of professiond standards of condud by those who administer
educationd inditutionsand who teach in them, whether puldic or private.

In his article, Heyneman provides examples of unfairnessin educationd
systems throughoutthe world; probably worst is the pooreducationd
oppotunities for girls versus boysin mog Islamic countries. In this county,
an example of such unfairnessis that, generally speaking, the poorer your
parents are, the poorer will be your education BDwhich might bejudged fair
for parents, butnotfor kids

Asyoucanfindontheinterng, there are many other types of corruption of
education systems that damage socda development. 1@ mention two more.

¥ Inthos sodetiesthat are plaguad by economic corruption of ther school
systems (especially in Africa, South America, some naionsin Asia, and
naionstha were formerly a pat of the Soviet Union), such corrupton
rotstheir sodetiesto thecore: students learn tha bribes are just Gheway
busdness is dond) the powerful gan their postion throughfavors rather
than competence, and thereby, honesty and trug (the founddions of any
sodety) are sacrificed for expediency. To gan some appreciation for the
enomity of the problems, | encourageyouto read Corruption in
Education Systems in Developing Countries: What it is Doing to the
Young by Nicholas Bennet.”® Thefollowingisjust asample.

Privatizationis oneof the current mantras of development gurus and no ¢vil
servants had taken this mantra so much to heart asthosein Caneroon. Teachers
sold places in the front rows of thar overcrowded dassrooms, parents had to pay
if they wanted thar childOsxercise book<E c orrected, andthe only way a child
could complete thecurriculumin an examinaion year was through pivate tuition
with the same teacherE

Mog seriousof dl has been the changein the heroes of the young. M longe are
thear teachers, or thar political leaders, orthose who broughtearning o the
villagers, ther heroes. No longe dothey bdieve that Géach ore should teach
oneO Now the heroes are the GFay MenQ those who develop tricks to cheat and
steal money from ordinary people and the Government, and get away with it.
Everyone whether in Africa, or Asiaistalking with pride of the new tricks that
have been invented by these fay men. At least footbdlers and athletes remain as
postive heroes.

% Available, for example, at www.10iacc.org/downloadiworkshopscs34apdf, presented at the 10"
Internaiond Anti-Corruption Conference.

* Go to other chapters via http://zerofzeronet/




20080313 EXtirpating Educational Corruption* X17-25

¥ Inthose sodetiesin which sodal evils such as caste systems, male
chauvinism, tribdism, racism, fabricated bdief systems, theocracy,
plutocracy, etc. are entrenched, then amog invariably, the same evils are
propagated within ther schools systems, ensuring thar continuance. To
gan some appreciation for the extent of such corruption, | would
encourageyou to explore ontheinternet. Below aretwo illugrative
guottions.

Thefirst is from thewebpage of the Ministry of Education of the
Government of Pakistan:*’

Education and training hould enable the citizens of Pakistan to lead their lives
accordingto theteachingsof Idam as laid down in the QurOa and Sunnéhand ©
educate andtrain them as a true practicing Mudim.

Surely, someday, such indodrination Bsuch blatant violationsof the
rights of children Bwill be prohibited, worldwide

The secondexample is from the web page of Senaor Charles E. Shumer
(D, NY), quoing theidentified textbooksused in Saudi schools.?®

¥ Orhereisno doubtha the MudimsO powr irritates the infidels and greads envy
in the hearts of theenemies of Isam DChiistians Jews and ohersE a malicious
Crusader-Jewish dliance [ig] strivingto diminae Islam from dl continents.O
(Geography of the Muslim World, 1994, p 32, Gade 8)

¥ QAll Mudims stand together for the redlization of heir common godas, such &
[thefollowing ores]: Purification of &rusalem from thefilth of Zionism and the
liberation of RalestineO (Geography of the Muslim World, 1994, p. 37, @Gde 8)

¥ Now it [Palesting] is occupied bythe Jews, apeople of treachery and betrayal,
who have gahered there from every place: from Poland, $an, America and
elsswhere. Their end, by GdOsill, is pedition.O (Dictation, pt. 1, 2000, p. 24,
Grade 8)

¥ Qihad in GodOsause is the path to victory and 1o srength in this world, & well
asto ataining Paradise in the hereafter.O (/Qur’an] Commentary, 2000, p. 90,
Grade9)

2" Copied from http://www.moe.gov.pk/edupolcy.htm.

% Copied from http://schumer.senate.gov/SchumerWebsite/pressroomypress_rel eases/PR01526htm.
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¥ Orheabundance of the suicidecases in Western societies is surely because of
ther [great] distance for thetrue divine source.O (Islamic Jurisprudence, 2000,
p.19, Gade 10)

Uponreading such filth wha again comes to mindis Homer Simpsx;nlé
(XidsarethebestE you can teach them to hae thethingsyou haeEO band
thereby corruption of sodeties continue

3. Corruption of Prospects for Peace and Prosperity

In turn, the more educationd systems corrupt each sodety, the more unlikely
are prospects for peace and prosperity in humenity@ future. Agan, Dear, |
won®gointo details. Should you be so indined, write your own essays (or
bookg on how theworld@ educationd systems promote tribdism (e.g., in
theform of national or religiouspariotism), consumerism, many other
forms of exploitation (of natural resources and of other humans), etc. 1@
leave this topic with the question for you: How can worldwide peace and
progeity ever be achieved so longas kidsthroughouttheworld are trained,
like little puppies, to pwedgea wee GentsOto their individual GFwagsOand
to claim tha their religionisthe only QrueOreligion.

Thereby, Dear, maybe you@e beginning to see what | mean by Qhe
corruption of essentially all education systems throughou theworld.O The
source of the corruption is a misinterpretation of how to achieve the prime
god of solving our problems more intelligently. For example, most
religiousfundamentalists have conduded that the prime problem facing
humanity is that everyonedoesn®@similarly beieve tha becoming a bdiever
in thar particular dduson would solve all our problems. But ther method
of solutionto wha they consder to bethe prime problem (which indudes
indodrinaing thar children in ther dogma) is based not on knowliedgebut
onignormance.

Now, Dear, if youthink tha efforts should be madeto try to improve
progpects for worldwide peace and progeity, if you think that education is
the key to improving such propects, and if you think tha there@ validity to
theideatha mog school systemsin theworld are corrupt, then | assume tha
you® agree tha major efforts should be expended to extirpate such
corruption. Thequestion, of course, is. How? And my answer isequdly
obvious namely: every possible way!
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But, Dear, there@ ho wayOthat | can provide you with adequae
descriptionsof the major and in many cases valiant efforts to extirpate such
corruption. If youwant to dig into details, |@ encourage you to explore on
your own, e.g., beginning with the following.

¥ Foragenaa oveaview of suggested ways to extirpae especially
finandal and professiond corruption from especially highe education,
see thereport by Stephen P. Heyneman entitled Education and
Corruption (which you can easily find on theinternet).

¥ For more details aboutQecommended counter-measuresOto curb
especiadly financia and fairness corruption in education, especialy in
developing countries, see thereport by KatharinaL. Ochse entitled
Preventing Corruption in the Education System: A Practical Guide,
which seems to have been funded (and published) by the German Federal
Ministry for Economnic Coopeation and Development.®

¥ Inthereport® by the United NationsInternaiond Children® Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) The State of the World’s Children 2004 special
emphasisis onthedisadvantages in educationd oppotunities for girls
and theresulting seriousconsequences for ther societies.

¥ Thelnternaional Ingitute for Educationd Planning (IIEP) was created in
1963as a pat of United NationsEducation, Scientific, and Cultura
Organization (UNESCO) to thep Member Statesimprovethe qudity
and effectiveness of ther education systems.O In 200111 EP launched a
research project on CEthics and corruptionin education.O Y ou can find
literally hundieds of references to relevant reports at their web site.*

In contrast to the corruption described in thereports referenced above the
corruptionin American educationd systems may seem minor, butas|
suggested earlier in this chapter, as you can find in still other reports (e.qg.,
search ontheinternet for GSodology: A Globd PerspectiveOand
(Renewing Our Schools, Securing Our Future; A Nationd Task Force on
Public Education® and as you probably know from your own experiences,
American schools a so have seriousproblems, induding studentsCrel atively
pooracademic-performance (compared with studentsin other counties),

2 gee www.gtz.de/govenance.
30 Available at http://www.unicef.org/publicationgindex_18108html).
31 At http//www.unesco.orgfiiep/engfocudetico/eticol html.
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Inadeguae student discipline (not only to study but even to behave),
excessive cog, etc.

But, Dear, my god is notto propos cures for al theills plaguing
educationd systems throughou theworld. Ingead, GOl desireto dois
suggest ways to promote peace and prosperity via education, especially (in
view of the chargeto me by a certain troublesome grandahild) how to
counteract the impediments to peace and progerity caused by religious
stupidity. Conveniently for me, however, oneof therecommended cures for
religiousstupidity is also arecommended cure for many other school
ailments Dand besides that, it@ a cure that already been widdy prescribed
(and in many cases even initiated) throughoutthe world, namely,
competition, in general, and specifically: scientific competition.

The power of competition to remedy corruption has been known GoreverQ
Tha competition can be beneficial was perhgopsfirst described by the Greek
pod Hesiod (~700BCE). In his Works and Days (which is available onthe
internet; theversion quoted bdow having been trandated by Daryl Hine),
Hesiod describes two types of iscordOPonetha he calls Qyrim DiscordQ
which Qpromotes all the evils of warfare and daugherQ and another, Qhe
firstbom daughter of dark NightQ which can betrandated as @ompetition®

There is notony oneDiscord, for onearth sheis twofold:

One of them nobody would find fault with on doser acquaintance;
Oneyou would deprecate, for they have totally different naures.
Wickedly, onepronotes dl the evils of warfare and daugher;

No oneof humankind likes her; ou of necessity, a the

Will of the blessed immortals, they treat grim Discord with honor.
There is, moreover, another, the firstborndaughter of dak Night.
Her did the high-throned scion of Cronusvhos home isin heaven
Place a the rods of theearth; sheis certainly beter for mankind.
Thisistha Discordthat stirs up even the hdplessto had work,
Seeing aman gds eager to work on bénolding anaghbor

Who is exceedingly wealthy and makes haste plowing and swing,
Putting his houghold in order; so, neghbor competing with neéghbor
Runsafter riches, and therefore this Discord benefits mankind.
Every poter begrudges another, and atists do likewise;

Every beggaman envies abeggar, and paets arerivals.

Honoiing this Gecond typeOof Discord (competition) is possibly why the

Andent Greeks flourished, e.g., even Hesiod competed with Homer (Gaind
podsarerivalsQ. Similar wisdomis contained in the Chinese proverb
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(repested by Mao in his Qittle Red BookQ: Q.et athousand blossoms for
thelightcontend.O In fact, such competitionis the cornerstone of capitalism
and is another basis for my assessment: if in doubt let the system go free.

Now, the abovecomments aboutthe benefits of competition could provide
me with an easy openinginto the topic of America@ start toward a Gchool
voucher programQ but | don®want to go there Byet! 1@ address it (and
other attempts to improve school systems) in subsequent X-chapters. But |
want to temporarily avoid commenting on the school voudher program,
because notonly is it acan of worms (or a Pandoa@ box, butit@ too
Qarochial O(in so far as it( especialy topical in theUS). Ingead, | would
have you consder, more geneally, tha already throughou theworld there
are hopdul signsthat international econonic competitionis stimulating
goveanment throughoutthe world to improve thar education programs,
diminishing the indodrination of kidsin religion and other philosophies,
while simultaneoudy increasing their involvement in GealismQi.e., in
science.

While | was writing this chgpter, the news provided four examples that
illustrate the point that |®n trying to make. In each of these illugrations
(given bdow), notice that leaders of ther respective naions recognize that
science and technology in their nations(especially, science and technology
assodated with energy convasion, which forms thefoundaionsof all
econories) are critical for thar naion®future, and therefore, they promote
science education.

1. IntheUS, the Secretary of Energy spokeaboutthe President@ Advanced
Energy Initiative and the Undesecretary of Commerce spokeaboutthe
President@ American Competitiveness Initiative; the latter Oamented the ggp
between America and therest of theworld: 17 percent of US college
graduaes receive degrees in science or engineering vs. 52 percent in China
and 27 percent in therest of theworld. 3% These two initiatives were
Qlomestic center piecesOin President G.W. Bush® 2006 State of the Union
Address:

Keeping America compsitive requires affordable energy. And hee we have a
seriousproblem: Americaisaddicted to al, which is often imported from ungable

32 Quoated froman 9 May 2006article by Joyce Gannonin the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, available online at
http://www.pog-gazette.com/pg/0612968851528.stm.
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parts of theworld. The best way to break this addiction is throughtechndogy. Snce
2001, ve have spent nearly $10 hllion to develop deaner, cheaper, and more reliable
alternative energy sources Band we are onthethreshold of incredible advances.

So tonight, | announe the Advanced Energy Initiative BDa 22-percent increase in
clean-energy research Dat the Depatment of Energy, to pus for breskthroughsin
two vital areas. To change howwe power our hones and offices, we will invest more
in zero-emission mal-fired plants, revolutionay solar and wind techndogies, and
clean, safe nudear energy.

We mug dso change howwe power our aitomobiles. We will increase our research
in beter batteries for hybrid and electric cars, and in polution-free cars that run on
hydrogen. Wedl dso fund alditiond research in cutting-edgemethodsof produéng
ethanol, na jus from corn, butfrom wood chipsand dalks, or svitch grass. Qur god
is to make this new kind of @éhanol practical and competitive within 9x years.

Breakthroughsonthis and aher new technologies will help usreach anather great
god: to replace morethan 75 pecent of our oil imports from the Midd e East by
2025. By aplying the talent and echnology of America, this county can
dramatically improveourenvironment, move beyond aperoleum-based econony,
and meke our dependence on Midde Eastern oil athing of the past.

And b kegp America compeitive, onecommitment is necessary above dl: we mugs
continueto lead theworld in human talent and aeativity. Our greatest advantage in
theworld has dways been our elucated, hardworking, anbitiouspeople Dand weOe
going © keep tha edge Tonight | annourte an American Competitiveness Initiative,
to encourage innovation throughoutour eonony, and © give our ndionOshildren a
firm groundng in math and <ience.

First, | propo® to doubek the federal commitment to the mod critical basic research
progransin the physcal sciences over the next 10 yars. This funding will support
thework of AmericaOsnog creative minds as they explore promising aeas such &
nanotechndogy, sipecomputing,and dternaive energy Ources.

Second, | propos to make pemanent theresearch and development tax credit, to
encourage bdder private-sector initiatives in techndogy. Wth more research in boh
the publc and private sectors we will improve our quéity of life Dand ensure tha
Americawill lead the world in oppotunity and innovdion for deades to come.

Third, we need to encourage children to take more math and <ience, andto make
sure thoge courses are rigorousenough b compete with other naions WeOe made a
good sart in the early grades with the No Child Left Behind Act, which israising
standadsand lifting test scores across our ounty. Tonight | propo® to train 70,0@
high shool teachers to lead advanced-placement courses in math and ience, bring
30,000 nath end sience professionds to teach in classroons, and give early hdp to
students who gruggle with math, 0 they have a beter chance a good, hgh-wage
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jobs If we ensurethat AmericaOhildren succeed in life, they will ensuretha
America succeedsin the world.

Preparing our néion o compete intheworld isagod tha all of uscan share. | urge
you o upportthe American Competitiveness Initiative, andtogether we will show
theworld wha the American people can achieve.

2. Another example, thisonefromthe UK, is contained in thefollowing
report from BBC News reporter Jonahan Amos >

The Congrvative Party is pronmising o pu science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) centre-stagein its formation of rew policies.

Tory leader David Cameron has set up atask-force to advise him on howbest to
develop these important disciplines to the advantage of the British econony.

He has asked lan Taylor, ascience minister in the last Congrvative government, to
char the new group.

lan Taylor ssid hehoped the task-force would reanimate interest indde the Tory paty
for science, technology, engneering, and mathematics; andits importance to pdicy
formation.

Q want also to gimulate a nationd debate,Ohetold the BBC News website. (Perhaps
there are people outthere with ideas they feel the current govenment hasnObeen
listening to.

O'he UK isinevitably gaing 1o decline urless it notonly maintains butenhances its
STEM dgrengths and that means everything fromyoung peple at school opting for
the subjects through o the captureand agoplication of chnologies by busness.

QWe will find ourglves marginalised unless we meet the globd chdlenge.O

3. Still another example is available in Russian President Vladimir Putin@®
Cotate of the Union AddressQ Thefollowing are pertinent reports and
excerpts from theindicated news agendes.

MOSCOW, May 10 (UPI) DRussian Rresident Vladimir Putin Wednesday called on
his govenment to make specific measures to increase MoscowOompeitivenessin
energy €ficiency.

QWe need to take specific measuresin orcer to change the situation, butwithout
damagingthefinancal sability that has been atained, and we need to take a serious

3 Copied from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/4985420stm.
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step to dimulate investment growth in the produdion infrastructure andin the
development of innowation Osaid Rutin, in his annud sate-of-the-union address
before the Russian Parliament, RTR Rusia TV reported.

Putin sid the Russian energy indusry lags behind alvanced levels andis lower in
respect to MoscowOslirect competitorsin theworld market. Rutin has declared
energy ecurity as aNo. 1 prority for this yearO<58 summit.>*

MOSCOW, May 10 (RIA Novosti) - The qudity of educationin Rusia should
answer the demandsof todayOgob market, President Vladimir Putin said Wednesday
in his annud date of the naion address.

QWe need to ensure the competitiveness of our education, oherwise we will face a
seriousgap between the quelity of education and the current demandsof the
market],OPutin said.

He called for adequate controls over the countryOsducation /stem and forthe
introdudion of independent ratingsof highe educational inditutions®

On conditionsof hash international competition, the countryOsconorric
development mug be deermined mainly through ts scientific and technological
advantages.3°

4. Andmy find exampleis contained in therambling letter (loaded with
religion) addressed to President G.W. Bush and from the Iranian President
Mahmood Ahmadi-Najad (also spdled Ahmadingad):

Why isit that any techndogical and sientific achievement reached in the Midd e
East regionsis trandated into and portayed as athreat to the Zionist regime? Is not
scientific R&D oneof the basic rights of naions?

You ae familiar with history. Aside from the Middle Ages, in what other pantin
history has scientific and technical progess been acrime? Can the possibility of
scientific achievements bang uilised for military purpo®s bereason enough ©
oppo® science and echnology altogether? If such asuppostion istrue, then al
scientific disciplines, induding physcs, chemistry, mathematics, medicine,
enginesring, @c. mus be opposdE

What has been said, are some of the grievances of the people around te world, in cur
region and in yourcounty. Butmy main contention Bwhich | an hoping you wil
agree to ome of it Bis: Thowe in power have pecific time in office, and do ndrule

3 From http://www.upi.conVEnergy/view.phpBStoryl D=200605101248272434, by United Press
Internationd.

% From http://en rian.ru/russia/200605104791673thtml, Russian News & Information Agency, Novosti.
% From http:/news.bbcco.uk/2/hi/europd4757969%tm, British Broadcasting Corporation.
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inddinitely, bu ther names will be recorded in history and will becondantly judged
in theimmediate and distant futures.

The people will scrutinize our pesidendes. Did we manageto biing pece, security
and propeity for the people or insecurity and unenployment? Did we intend ©
establish judice, orjug suppored gecia interest groups and by focing many people
to livein povety and hadship, madea few people rich and powerful Bthustrading
the approvd of the people and the Almighty with thars? Did we defend therights of
the undeprivileged or ignore them? Did we ddend therights of dl people around
theworld or impose wars on them, interfered illegdly in their affairs, established
hdlish prisonsand incarcerated some of them? Did we bring the world peace and
security or rased the specter of intimidation and threats? Did we tell the truth to ou
naion and ahers around he world or presented aninverted vasion ofit? Were we
on the sde of people or the occupiers and oppressors? Did our aministration st ou
to pronote rational behaviour,logic, ethics, peace, fulfilling oblgations judice,
service to the people, progerity, progresand respect for human dgnity ortheforce
of guns Intimidation, insecurity, dsregard for the people, ddayingthe progress and
excellence of other nations and rample on peopleOsights? And finally, they will
judgeuson whether we remained true to aur oah of office Bto srve the people,
which is our main task, and the traditionsof the prophés Bor no®

Mr President,

How much longe can the world tolerate this Stuaion? Where will this trend lead the
world to? How long nug the people of the world pay for theincorrect decisionsof
some rulers? How much longe will the specter of insecurity Braised from the
stockpiles of weaponsof mass destruction ® huntthe people of the world? How
much longe will the blood of te innoent men, women and children be spilled on
the sreets, and pepleOhouss destroyed over their heads? Are you feased with the
current condtion oftheworld? Do you tink present policies can continue? If
billionsof dolars spent on scurity, military campagnsand troop novement were
ingead goent oninvestment and assistance for poorcounties, pronotion of helth,
combating different diseases, education and improvement of mental and physcal
fitness, assistance to the victims of naural disasters, creation ofemployment
opporunities and prodution, development projects and povety alleviation,
establishment of peace, mediation béween disputing gates and dstingushing the
flames of recial, éhnic and oher conflicts were would the world be today? Would
not your govenment, and people be judifiably proud? Woud notyour
administrationOpolitical and eononic standing have been gronger? And | an most
sorry to say, would there have been an ever increasing dobd hatred of the American
govenments?

Y et, let me add tha, athoughthe Iranian President sees the advantages of
science and technology, yet in his letter to Bush, hedemondrates tha he
livesin areligiousdream world Band he wants everyoneto besimilarly
ddudd:
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Divine prophés have promsed: the day will come when dl humanswill congregate
before the court of the Almighty, s tha thar deedsare examined. The good will be
directed towards Heaven and evil-doas will meet divineretribution. | tug both of us
bdieve in such aday, butit will notbeeasy to calculate the actionsof rulers, because
we mug beanswerable to our rationsand all others whose lives have been drectly or
indirectly effected by our ations All progphds speak of peace and tranquility for
man Bbased on nonahdasm, judice, and respect for hurman dignity.

Do you notthink tha if all of uscome to bdieve in and abide by these princples, that
is, monothe sm, worship of God, judice, respect for the dignity of man, kelief inthe
Last Day, we can ovecome the present problems of the world Btha are the result of
disobedience to the AlImighty and the teachingsof prophésBand improve our
performance?

In addition, appaently Ahmadi-Ngjad is committed to the replacement of
democracies with theocracies.

—— > - The people are disguded with increasing
v N '1'“:'”"‘5'”" :“5 E_'TEH: T\ corrupion. The people of many countiesare
Y et E:h I:’I rh- 'Mg angry @outthe atacks on their cultural
a ”; e rys ;:'F“WJ %9/ founddionsand the disintegration of families
\E = WO God provet-- They are equdly dismayed with the fading of
N s care and compassion. The people of the
world have no fath in international
organisations because ther rights are nat
advocated by these organisations

Liberalism and Western syle democracy
have notbeen ale to help redlize the ideals
of humanity. Today these two concepts have
failed. Those with inaght can already hear
the soundsof the shatering and fall of the
ideology andthoughs of theliberal
democratic systems. We increasingly seethat
people aroundthe world are flocking towards
amain focal pant Bthat is the Almighty God.
Undoubgdly through fath in God andthe
teachingsof the prophés, the people will
conque thar problems. My question foryou
is: Do you notwant to join them? Mr
President, Whether welikeit or not the
world is gravitating towardsfaith in the
Almighty andjudgice and the will of Godwill
prevail over dl things
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Much of which iswell summarized by the accompanying cartoon (which |
copied from http:/irregulartimes.comy Bbut| couldn®find the name of the
cartoonist who created it). And all of which leadsme notonly to the end of
this chapter but also to summarize thd, in theabove you can see both a
major hopeand a major horror for humanity.

Thehorroristo see two leaders of theworld (the presidents of Iran and the
US) living in ther dream worlds, divorced from reality, GbdievingQn
prophes and gods and afterlives, withoutthe slightest shred of datato
suppot their bdiefsO 1t@ scary as hdl Pin fact it is as close as humans
will ever come to hdl Bto have two such fools leading their nationsand
each claiming that GGod is with usO

Meanwhile, though,there@ hope Even Presidents George W. Bush and
Mahmood Ahmadi-Nagjad see the advantages offered by science. Infact, as
in shown in thefollowing graph (which appaently was origindly produced
by the Organization for Econonic Coopeation and Development = OECD),
mog nationsallocate a subdantial portion of their wealth for investmentsin
research and development (R&D).

INVESTMENT IN R&D AS A PERCENTAGE OF NATIONAL WEALTH (GDP)
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Thereby, science education is recognized worldwide as a @oodQand this
recognition provides humanity with some hope In thenext chapter,
however, 1@ suggest tha greater emphasis on science education provides
only aglimmer of hope it@ a candle flickering in thewind, and significant
progress will come only when thewind Bderived fromthe hotair being
blown by all the clerics and too many politicians of theworld Bis stopped.
As Joseph Lewiswrote:

What aday of judtice [it] will beE w hen men and women will no longer pay, bythe
sweat of thar brows, to betaughtthe grossest supeatition; but ingead, will receive
useful knowledgefor the fruits of their labor; knowledgethat will give them courage
to facelife and its problems; will give them a beter undestanding ofthe universe,
tha will make them live beter lives Dbebetter citizensband bring hgpiness to
themselves and  their familiesE

In later chapters, |@ turn to how that might be accomplished, Gexcoriating
theclericsO Meanwhile, Dear, how aboutyour getting some exercise?
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